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Celebrations! 
● We are almost to spring!  So close!  Although we still have some very cold days, so 

please keep sending your kids ready to play outside at recess with gloves, coats and 

hats!

● We had an AWESOME One Book, One School event and our first annual Literacy 

Night was incredible!  Just like STEM Night we had over 300 people here celebrating 

our book, playing games, exchanging books and having a great time.  Thank you to 

coordinator Jenny Mansfield and the PTO team for making it happen! 

●  Great participation in PTC as usual!  We love touching base with all of you and 

appreciate the support as you team with your teachers to help your kids succeed.



Mark Your Calendar! 
● Wednesday, 3/8 - Sixth Graders visit Spring Creek! 

● Friday, 3/17 - Saint Patrick’s Day AND Teacher PD Day - No School for students.  

● Monday, 3/20 - SCC Meeting 3:50 p.m.

● Thursday, 3/23 - Spring Pictures

● Monday - Friday 3/27-3/31 - Faculty and Staff Appreciation Week! 
● Wednesday, 3/29 - Fifth Grade Maturation Clinic

● Friday, 3/31 - Super Spirit Friday and RESPECT Assembly

● Monday - Friday, 4/3-7 - Spring Break!! :)



In the Know...
● Some Drop Off Zone Reminders

○ Jay-walkers - We know it is a few extra steps, but we are trying really hard to be good examples to the 
kids and not walk across the drop off driveway area.  Please make the effort to walk down the sidewalk to 
the crossing areas so they learn where they are supposed to go when they aren’t with you. :)

○ Pull Forward, pull forward, pull forward…don’t frog jump.  We had some issues this last 
few weeks with some people not pulling forward and that caused others to get frustrated and try to jump 
around them to keep moving things forward.  Needless to say we had some near misses and a few 
honking horns.  Please stay alert and keep the flow going by moving forward all the way.  Encourage your 
kids to wait for you more to the east side so we don’t clog up with a lot of kids getting in cars right as you 
pull into the Zone on the west side.

○ And remember no picking up down on the road where the line is moving forward 
into the Zone OR at the turn before you are right at the curb for the kids.  We 
have too many kids running into the driveway too early.  Please talk to them 
about staying up on the sidewalk and let you come to them, not them to you! :)



In the Know...
Parent Input for Next Year’s Classes

● I do an INPUT Form, NOT a Request Form.  :)
● You can give us any information about your student, their personality, learning environments that have 

worked well for them in the past, etc.  
● You cannot request a teacher.  However, you can let me know if there is one teacher you would prefer not to 

have for your child.  We like to avoid this type of input based on hearsay.  If you have actually had 
experience with a teacher from one of your children being in their class, these types of requests make 
sense.  If you have not, we love it if you will give all of our teachers a chance to get to know you and your 
family. 

● Input Forms are available in the office anytime and will be taken up until the second week of May when we 
begin to create classes for next year.

● PLEASE do not feel like you need to fill out an Input Form.  We work hard as a team, teachers and Ms. 
Williamson together, to thoughtfully create classes.  We think about each individual child and create 
balanced classes with their needs in mind.  



In the Know...
Moving Out of Boundaries

This is a frequently asked question, particularly as the year winds down and families start to think about making a summer 
move.  It is also probably the question I hate to answer the most.  Because of our rapidly growing population and lack of 
space to expand, if you choose to move, you must go to your new school.  Simply put, earlier on in my career as a principal 
at Canyon I allowed pretty much anyone to “school choice” into Canyon.  I simply didn’t understand the problems I was 
creating by doing so, when just a few years later we started to rapidly expand with new complexes coming in and I found 
that all of those families I had allowed in now created a situation where I had severe overcrowding in my upper grades and 
nowhere for them to go.  When we don’t have the space, we just end up with larger class sizes.  This isn’t fair to the families 
that actually live in the boundaries, nor the teachers trying to reach all of their students.  I am so, so sorry I can’t keep you 
all, as I truly wish I could, but if you do move out of the River Heights boundary, you will need to attend your new school.  
On that note, there is most likely going to be a bond put to ballot in November to address the need for new schools to help 
with the strain.  If it passes we should see things change in the next three years and more space will be restored to our 
building.  That should help me loosen up this policy at that point, but until then I have to protect the families and teachers 
from overcrowding as much as I can.  Please let me know if you have any other questions about this issue. 



In the Know...
Proctors for RISE Testing in May - Volunteers Needed

We will have a need for some proctors in May to help with our RISE testing.  By 
state law we need to have two adults in the room when students are testing and 
we have just about all of our testing sessions covered, but we have a few holes we 
need to fill.  If you are willing to come in a few mornings in May to volunteer and 
help us out that would be great!  Please email Stacie if you can help us out with 
this little project.  Thank you! 



From the PTA...

Thank you to everyone who 
participated in our book 
exchange and Literacy Night! 
We were happy to see so 
many families – thanks for 
your support!



From the PTA...
Teacher & Staff Appreciation Week 2023 - March 27-31

We are going to be starting a new tradition at River Heights this year by 
moving our Teacher Appreciation Week to the week before Spring Break 
and we will be recognizing and celebrating all of the staff members who 
teach, support and care for your children during the school day.  Our PTO 
will be planning some fun treats and a lunch this week for our team.  If you 
would like to do something on your own this week to recognize 
people that your child mentions (their teacher, a secretary, the 
custodian, a particular aide that helps them, etc.) we will have a list of 
our staff’s favorite treats and drinks on the school website starting on 
the 20th. We have an incredible team of people here that love and support 
your kids.  Please help us thank and celebrate them this week! 



Counselor’s Corner… Mrs. Stuart

How Do I Form Trust and Build Relationships with My Children?

Do you ever have a difficult time talking with your kids? You are not alone! It is a common issue among parents.  I found this article on the Boystown 
website that offers some great tips for parents to communicate better with their children… 

K-3rd Grade
Building meaningful relationships with children is based on time, trust and mutual respect. Sometimes it can be challenging to cultivate relationships 
with some children because personalities play a part in who will or will not connect easily. You can, however, consistently build understanding, 
empathy and convey genuine care with kids by simply noticing them, acknowledging their efforts and using praise for good behavior. 

4th-8th Grade
Adults are often too quick to jump in with answers, to try to solve problems and to give advice to kids. But we get farther faster if we can be patient, 
listen and validate the child’s feelings and let them do the talking. A good approach to building relationships is to let silence provide an opportunity or 
a platform for kids to express themselves. So, instead of jumping in to try to solve problems, give children an opportunity to make mistakes that they 
can learn from with your help.

Another good way to build rapport is to discover and talk about common interests like music, sports, books or other subjects or activities you both 
might be interested in.

Finally, it’s important to be genuine and authentic. Sometimes we want to put on our adult hat when really what kids want and need is somebody to 
be authentic with them. They are pretty good at spotting somebody who’s not being genuine and that can really hinder your relationship. 
(Julie Almquist, Manager, Boys Town Behavioral Health Clinic)



Spring is coming!!  Woohoo!


