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Principal’s Post
Dear Families, 

December is full of crazy schedules, family events, parties, 
and shopping which can cause a lot of extra stress. With 
that said, we still want to encourage you to make sure 
backpacks are checked daily and that children get enough rest so they can 
perform their best at school. December  is also a time of charity and giving. 
Thank you to Mrs. Lisa Jensen and the Eagle Eyes leadership team for 
organizing our annual coat and clothing drive on November 29th. Also, thank 
you for donating so much food for our annual food drive. This community is 
amazing!  If your family is in need of a little extra help this time of year, 
please let me know. 

EXTRA! EXTRA! White Pine Elementary, in partnership with USU, is hosting 
FREE parent workshops each month. Each will include a 1 hour presentation 
followed by 20-30 minutes for questions/discussion. In November, I presented 
strategies that our teachers are using to address anxiety in the classroom 
along with Mrs. Gilbert (PTA) who presented home techniques for alleviating 
stress. On Tuesday December 11th at 6:30, we will present session #2 - 
Strategies to Cope with Defiance.  

Last by not least, our 6th grade SAGE science scores came in and our school 
did great! 77% of our 6th graders last year scored in the proficient or highly 
proficient range which bumped our school average up from 73% to 74% in 
science! These scores are reflective of a group effort.  Kindergarten through 
2nd grades work to build basic reading, math and writing skills while 3rd-6th 
grades widen students’ knowledge base.  Thank you to all of our wonderful 
teachers and parents!  

The staff at White Pine value each and every student as if they were their 
own. We love teaching your children and watching them learn. We are excited 
to welcome December with all its delight and wonder. 

Happy Holidays!
 

Sincerely,
Mrs. Shellie Healy  l  shellie.healy@ccsdut.org

school phone:  435-258-2344

DECEMBER 2018
MWSA Orchestra Concert @ 7 pm
at Logan High School
Last Day of Jump Rope Session 1
NetSmartz Parent Class
Jump Rope Evening Program
WP Orchestra Concert @ 1:45 pm
Christmas Vacation NO SCHOOL
January Welcome Back! 
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White Pine Elementary is sponsoring a series of 
workshops for parents to help preschool children prepare 
for entering school fall of 2019 and 2020. Time Together 
Workshops provide a take home kit that can be used in 
your home. The kits need to be returned in good condition 
to White Pine Elementary in the fall of 2019.  Valuable 
instruction, child care, refreshments, and door prizes are 
provided. Workshops will be held once a month beginning 
in January and concluding in March. All workshops will be 
held in the media center at White Pine Elementary at 
7:00. Please contact  Belinda Burningham or Tami Abbott 
at White Pine Elementary if you are interested in further 
information regarding this valuable program:  

belinda.burningham@ccsdut.org
Tami.Abbott@ccsdut.org

258-2344 

JUMP ROPE CONCERTS
December 11th

December 12th

Girls Class
Beginner Class

Boys Class
Beginner Class

5:00-5:30 pm
5:45-6:15 pm

5:00-5:30 pm
5:45-6:15 pm



Have a Happy Holiday Season with These Proven Parenting Tips 
• positiveparentingconnection.net • 

If you are looking for some ways to reduce stress and parenting struggles during the holiday season, here are a few 
positive parenting strategies for you:

PARENTING TIP #1 Put Love & Connection Front and Center
It may be tempting to use gifts as a means to motivate children to comply with requests, during the holiday season. The 
problem is that this kind of approach doesn’t create lasting motivation or self-discipline and can actually increase power 
struggles.  Relying on external motivators like elves, gifts and bribes also means children will learn to focus on what they 
can “get” instead of learning the value of respect and following your guidance. Strive to focus on your relationship, spend 

special time together daily. 

PARENTING TIP #2 Remember Your Kids want Connection not Perfection!
Don’t worry about keeping up with the latest trends or run yourself down doing more than you can realistically handle. The 
Holidays can be a wonderful time to build memories, being deliberate in how you connect with your children can make it a 

truly magical time. Your shared time together is what will matter in the long run.

PARENTING TIP #3  Sincere Encouragement is Truly Magical                                              
 “Stop that or Santa’s going to know how bad you are!” “Santa’s not coming if you keep being so naughty and touching 

everything in store!” Tempting? Yes, absolutely, because getting kids to listen and be cooperative when out and about can 
be tough.  The constant evaluation of “good boy” and “bad girl” and naughty and nice is also really stressful to a child. 

That kind of information also doesn’t tell the child what it is that they CAN do. Look for specific situations when you can 
use encouraging words instead of evaluating. This practice is great because it works every day, and not just in the holiday 

season. Encouraging words also work to invite cooperation, validate and set limits.

PARENTING TIP #4 Stress Free Decorations Help you Nag Less and Enjoy More 
Beautiful…breakable…expensive ornaments and young children just don’t mix so well. Save the stress and hassle of 
begging, pleading, asking and well yelling…”Stop touching” by keeping your holiday decoration child friendly. Use 

non-breakable ornaments or decorations for as long as you have little ones. This takes a lot of the stress away and let’s 
your young child feel safe to play and explore. Another idea is to have a small basket of ornaments that are child friendly 

and specifically intended for redirecting little ones to play with.
 

Teresa Felt, M.S.
Licensed School Counselor  l  teresa.handy@ccsdut.orgC
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ROBOTICS
Where:  The Library Basement
When:   Every TUESDAY 
Time:    5:30-6:30 p.m.
Who:     All children 3rd grade and older. Younger 
children may attend when accompanied by a 
parent. We encourage parents to attend with any 
age child and work together.

DISCOVERY 
CLUB

DISCOVER THE WORLD AROUND YOU with

the Discovery Club!

Discovery Club is Expanding!

richmond

l i b r a ry
h a p p e n

i n g s

The Discovery Club is now welcoming students in second grade to join us as 
we explore new topics over the next three months. Now, students in grades 2 
through 6 can sign up for either the 2nd or 4th Wednesday of each month; 
the club meets from 3:45 to 4:45 p.m. in the White Pine Elementary library. 
Registration is required; forms are available at the school and at the 
Richmond Public Library.

For December only, Richmond Library After School club will meet on December 
12th only

Art & Artists (December 12th) – We’ll take a quick look at current artists and 
do a project with a holiday theme.
Measurement (January 9th or 23rd) – Explore the many (and sometimes 
confusing) ways to measure.
Local History (February 13th or 27th) – History is more than just the date of 
when Richmond was settled. We’ll learn about geological and natural history 
as well as some unusual facts about our area.

join the 
Richmond 

Public
Library in participating in the KUED

readathon!
Remember to turn in your reading log by December 
15th to the Richmond library and online with KUED 

This will allow you to participate in the Super 
Reading Party in January at the Richmond Library  
and get a Kids Adventure Pass which includes 
tickets and coupons to your favorite museums, 
zoos, and activities around Salt Lake City from 
KUED.


