
 

  

Principal’s News: 
October ended with Red Ribbon Week and a little Halloween fun mixed in with all of the im-

portant  core learning.   Thanks to our PTA for their help with these activities for our students. It 
was a nice break.  It’s hard to believe that we are almost one third of the way through our school 
year.   

On November 18-19 we will be holding Parent Teacher Conferences.  Just a reminder that students 
will be released at 1:00 on Thursday, November 18th. There is No School on Friday, November 19th.  Be 
sure to get signed up to meet with your child’s teacher on one of those days. These are an important oppor-
tunity to connect with your child’s classroom teacher. Ongoing communication between parents and school is 
vital to the success of each student.   

In November we will also be sending home nomination forms for our Lewiston Teacher of 
the Year!  We are accepting nominations until November 30th.  Please take a moment to recog-
nize one of our great educators and share a few reasons and examples of why he or she should receive 
this award.   Don’t forget to consider our certified teachers who support the classroom such as Mandi 
Sigg in Art, Teresa Felt our great Counselor, Amelia Ostler in Literacy, Wasel Lambert in ESL, 
Heather Bennett in Resource, Jessica May in Resource, and Sarah Jensen in Speech.  We have so 
many great teachers!    

For your information, Lewiston elementary is fortunate to receive additional federal funding 
as a Schoolwide Title I school and additional State funding through the Land Trust program. We have 
created a School Improvement plan to focus our efforts on student academic achievement.  You can 
find this on our school website. We have three main goals. Our math goal is for 80% of our students 
to get 80% or more on each end of unit math assessment. Our teachers will provide opportunities 
for re-teaching and re-testing to help all students achieve this goal. Our reading goal focuses on 
student progress. We set the goal for 70% or more students to achieve typical or above typical 
growth as measured with the Acadience Benchmark Pathways to Progress. This measures student 
growth from Fall to Spring based on all students who began at the exact same Acadience score in 
the Fall. This helps to hold us accountable for student growth with those students who are on 
benchmark as well as those below benchmark. We want all students to grow as readers. Our final 
goal is focused on improving the academic performance of our ELL students. Our school was listed 
by the State as Targeted for Support and Improvement (TSI) based on the underperformance of our 
English Language Learners (ELL). Our goal is to improve from 25% to 40% showing adequate growth 
on the RISE end of year assessments. Our teachers are learning and are implementing some great 
instructional strategies to help ALL students meet the challenge. 

Finally, at this Thanksgiving season I would like to take a moment to express how grateful I am to be 
associated with the families, faculty and staff at Lewiston elementary.  As an administrator I am thankful for 
students who cheerfully work hard to learn, parents who encourage, and teachers and staff who are dedi-
cated and truly care about each child.  I am thankful for a PTA and Community Council who do all they 
can to make Lewiston a great place to be.  Thank you for your help, support, understanding, and friend-
ship.  There is no other place I would rather be.  Happy Thanksgiving!   
--- Principal Leslie Burt                            
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Reading Counts for the Gold!  
Our Reading Counts competitors are ready to “Read for the Gold” with our Olympic theme this 
year.   Each grade level will have their own “event jar” to fill as they reach their reading mile-

stones.  PTA is helping with the fun prizes and shirts that readers earn along the way.  Thanks PTA!  Check 
with your classroom teacher for more information and join the fun reading to earn your very own gold medal! 
 

*Counselor’s   Corner* 
      Teresa Felt M.S. licensed school counselor 

Give Thanks With a Gratitude Jar 
A gratitude jar is the perfect project to help your child express thankfulness.  As they 
draw the things for which they are thankful, add the drawing to the jar and watch the 
collection grow.  
  
Creating a gratitude jar is a wonderful and easy way to help your child acknowledge the 
things that they are thankful for! This gratitude activity for kids helps them identify the 
things or people that they appreciate every day. Once they’ve identified those things, 
children can draw a simple picture or write a few words about their gratitude. Add draw-
ings to the gratitude jar over time and your child will start to see a visual representation 
of all of the things they have to be thankful for. Practicing gratitude has been shown to 
lead to greater overall happiness and wellbeing in both children and adults! 
If the jar gets full, it’s time to take out some of those pictures and memories.You and 
your child can enjoy sharing the memories together as you look back at all you have to 
be thankful for. This gratitude jar activity is a wonderful way to help your child feel and 
express their gratitude all year round. 

 
 
 
 

 
      

    

Come to the Lewiston  
Elementary Usborne Books and 

More Book fair 
Thursday November 18, 9:00 am - 8:00 pm 

Friday November 19, 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
In the Media Center 

 
If you aren't able to attend, but would like to sup-

port the school, please go to www.loveyour-
books.net and click on Lewiston Elementary 
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